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House of Representatives

The House was not in session today. Its next meeting will be held on Friday, April 12, 2019, at 2:30 p.m.

The Senate met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the President pro
tempore (Mr. GRASSLEY).

—————

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

Almighty Savior, the way, the truth
and the light, shed Your light today
upon the pathway of our Senators. Be
for them a source of light, life, and wis-
dom, as You use them for Your pur-
poses. Lord, keep them on the road of
integrity, guiding their thoughts,
words, and deeds. As they walk the
straight and narrow path, may they
not stumble or slip. Give them the wis-
dom and grace to be worthy stewards
of Your mercy, grace, and love. Keep
their hearts in warm fellowship with
their colleagues and their ears open to
the voices of the people they serve.

We pray in Your wonderful Name.
Amen.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
The President pro tempore led the
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

——————

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mrs.
HYDE-SMITH). Under the previous order,
the leadership time is reserved.

Senate

THURSDAY, APRIL 11, 2019

CONCLUSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Morning
business is closed.

———————

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will pro-
ceed to executive session to resume
consideration of the following nomina-
tion, which the clerk will report.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nomination of David Bern-
hardt, of Virginia, to be Secretary of
the Department of Interior.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Iowa.

Mr. GRASSLEY. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent to speak for 2
minutes as in morning business.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

MEDICARE

Mr. GRASSLEY. Madam President,
some officials are proposing radical
changes to our healthcare system.
These proposals include Medicare for
All, Medicare Buy-in, Medicaid for All,
and expansion of the Affordable Care
Act. All of these are versions of govern-
ment-run healthcare.

These are, of course, better campaign
slogans than serious solutions to the
problems facing Americans.

On a certain level, I have found that
most people would rather have control
over their own healthcare than have
the government make those decisions

for them. A single-payer healthcare
system would be devastating for our
seniors, people with disabilities, and
people with preexisting conditions.

I yield the floor.

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY LEADER

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader is recognized.

NOMINATION OF DAVID BERNHARDT

Mr. MCCONNELL. Today the Senate
will vote to confirm the President’s
choice to serve as Secretary of the In-
terior. As I have discussed this week,
David Bernhardt is no stranger to the
Department. He has served twice be-
fore. In fact, this body has confirmed
him twice before. Each time his profes-
sionalism and dedication proved us
right. As Solicitor and as Deputy Sec-
retary, Mr. Bernhardt has offered capa-
ble leadership and a firm grasp on the
complex policy environment sur-
rounding our Nation’s public lands.

His expertise has not gone unnoticed.
Praise for Mr. Bernhardt has poured in
from a list of more than 40 stakeholder
organizations; from agriculture, trade,
conservation, and Native American or-
ganizations.

They describe him as a leader whose
‘“‘experience is sorely needed.” They
laud his commitment to ‘‘make the
lands he manages accessible to the re-
creating public.”

So we have before us an opportunity
to confirm a well-qualified steward of
our Nation’s public lands and re-
sources. Yesterday, a bipartisan major-
ity of our colleagues voted to end de-
bate on his nomination, and I hope
each will join me in voting yes once
more later today.
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